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BACKGROUND 
Benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH), commonly referred to as an enlarged prostate, is a 
noncancerous growth of the cells within the prostate gland. BPH is a very common condition, 
affecting about 50% of men over the age of 50 and 80% over the age of 80. Symptoms 
include a weak or slow urinary stream, a feeling of incomplete bladder emptying, delay in 
starting urination, frequent urination, and urinary urgency. 
Current treatment options have numerous shortcomings: Medical therapy, a long-term and 
expensive treatment option, is associated with side effects such as asthenia (loss of strength), 
dizziness, headaches, and sexual dysfunction. The surgical gold standard treatment, 
Transurethral Resection of the Prostate (TURP), is associated with a 20% rate of perioperative 
morbidity, need for general anesthesia, routine catheterization, and long-term complications. 
And new minimally invasive solutions employing heat-based technologies to ablate the 
prostate tissue can induce thermal injury and subsequent tissue inflammation that results in 
irritative voiding symptoms, routine catheterization, and a 20% to 25% risk of acute urinary 
retention. Despite the many treatment options available, the market continues to seek 
innovative solutions that will decrease hospitalization stay, reduce adverse events, and improve 
patient quality of life. 

THE PRODUCT 
ProArc Medical’s ClearRingTM is a unique prostatic reshaping device designed to treat lower 
urinary tract symptoms due to BPH. ClearRing expands the urethra by positioning supporting 
implants in the enlarged prostate tissue, avoiding any long-term contact with the urine and 
preventing tissue in the urethral canal from compressing. ProArc’s proprietary, minimally 
invasive device is compatible with standard resectoscope. The single operator device enables 
easy, comfortable use and enables the physician continuous visualization during the procedure. 

THE ADVANTAGES 
ClearRing is positioned to be the treatment of choice for patients who have tried drugs and 
wish to avoid surgery. ClearRing presents the market with numerous advantages: 
• Produces lasting results while avoiding complications associated with surgery and other 

minimally invasive solutions 
• Offers an effective minimally invasive solution for immediate relief of BPH symptoms and 

improved quality of life 
• Can be performed in the physician’s office or other outpatient environment without the 

need for general anesthesia and hospitalization, resulting in a shorter catheterization and 
recovery period for the patient 

• Supports physicians’ needs with an inexpensive and cost-effective solution, requires a 
shorter learning curve, and offers a shorter procedure duration 

THE MARKET 
Each year, an estimated 38 million men in the United States and EU with BPH become 
symptomatic and seek medical attention; 25% have debilitating conditions that require active 
treatment. The caseload is only expected to rise with the increase in the aging population. An 
estimated 1.5 million BPH procedures will be performed in the United States and EU in 2012, 
resulting in a $1.5 billion market opportunity for ProArc. This market opportunity is expected to 
grow in the future as ProArc’s solution competes with medical therapy as a first-line treatment. 

FUNDING 
ProArc Medical seeks to raise $4 million in two tranches: $1.5 million for FIM in 12 months 
and $2.5 million for CE marking in an additional 18 months. 
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Shai Golan, CEO: More than 
11 years of experience in 
leading multidisciplinary 
projects through all their life 
cycles as a system engineer, 
project manager, and product 
marketing manager both in 
medical devices and defense 
industries; M.Sc., B.Sc. 
electrical and computer 
engineering, Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev 

Dr. Yair Feld, Inventor: 
Founder, GeneGrafts Ltd., 
CorAssist Cardiovascular, and 
Nephera; over 10 years of 
experience in managing life 
science companies and R&D 
projects; M.D., Ph.D., 
physiology and biophysics, 
Technion-Israel Institute of 
Technology 

Dr. Ilan Leibovitch, 
Medical Advisor: Accredited 
expert in surgical uro-
oncology; chairman, 
Department of Urology, Meir 
Medical Center, Israel  

COMPANY STATUS 
Founded: 2010 

Investors: The Trendlines 
Group and a private investor 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY  
Patent pending in United 
States and EU; PCT patent 
applications  

ROAD MAP 
2012: Preclinical trials 

2013: First-in-man 

2013: CE marking 


