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BACKGROUND 
Despite substantial development in speech technology, speech synthesis 
solutions (the translation of written text into spoken text) have yet to achieve 
a level that makes them indistinguishable from human speech. 

For ubiquitous deployment, virtual “voices” must sound not only intelligible 
and natural but also intelligent and expressive. Virtual speakers must possess 
a range of expression that can simulate emotions and convey the sense 
that they actually understand what they are saying. 

THE TECHNOLOGY 
VivoText’s text-to-speech (TTS) engine delivers speech synthesis that is 
virtually indistinguishable from recording of “real” human voices. The engine is 
modeled after a proven technology called Music Objects Recognition (MOR). 
Developed by VivoText founder, Gershon Silbert, MOR delivers computerized 
expressive musical performances that are indistinguishable from human ones.  

APPLICATIONS 
Major applications for VivoText’s TTS engine are in entertainment, electronic 
publishing, mobile, and assistive technologies for the visually impaired and the 
elderly. Primary applications include speech-enabling interactive toys and 
games, mobile devices, e-books, and websites. In these markets it is an 
accepted practice to use live recordings for applications in which the quality 
and “humanness” of the voice is deemed essential. Using TTS instead of live 
recordings offers a clear cost-benefit advantage, limitless dynamic content 
delivery and enables significant expansion of voice-based services and 
applications. 

THE MARKET 
VivoText has the potential to become a market leader, setting the standard for 
speech synthesis (just as Dolby did for tape noise reduction and Adobe PDF 
did for document maintenance). Since major markets are not being served by 
existing technologies, VivoText’s strategic focus is on the expressiveness of its 
voices aimed at opening yet untapped opportunities and expanding the market 
at the software development level beyond the current forecast of nearly $1 
billion by 2015 (Global Industry Analysts). 

THE APPROACH TO MARKET 
VivoText has met with a number of potential strategic partners who expressed 
interest in working with the Company on OEM embedding and software 
licensing. The Bird Foundation (www.birdf.com) recently approved a $900,000 
grant for a joint venture between VivoText and Hasbro Inc. (Nasdaq: HAS) to 
embed its lifelike voices in Hasbro’s leading brands, with projected sales of 
over $200 million upon commercialization. LOIs have been received from 
audiobooks publishers and Web applications developers. The Company is 
engaged in discussions with global leaders in e-commerce, telecom, and social 
media. These companies are familiar with state-of-the-art offerings from 
market leaders such as Nuance, Acapela, and NeoSpeech, but are still looking 
for best-of-breed TTS. 

FUNDING 
VivoText seeks to raise $750,000 to match the Bird grant and accelerate time 
to market. VivoText has received investments of over $1 million from The 
Trendlines Group and distinguished private investors.  

KEY PERSONNEL 
Gershon Silbert, CEO: Internationally 
acclaimed concert pianist; ran a prestigious 
vintage piano business in the United States; 
founded Silpor Music, which developed MOR 
(expressive humanized playback of musical 
scores); formulated algorithms for TTS engine 
based on principles and methods from the 
music performance application; M.Ed., Boston 
University 

Yossef Ben-Ezra, Ph.D., CTO: Served as 
senior researcher in Communication 
Department of Tel Aviv University and Holon 
Institute of Technology; co-authored 5 book 
chapters, over 40 papers, and 2 patents; 
reviewer for leading international journals; 
Ph.D., Tel Aviv University (1999) 

Samuel H. Solomon, Chairman: Successful 
entrepreneur and business executive with over 
30 years’ experience in the legal, financial, and 
information technology industries; founded 
and led U.S.-based litigation consulting firm 
DOAR, recently retiring as chairman after 
completing a significant private equity 
transaction; chairman of the board of two 
private software companies and a member of 
the board of a Nasdaq-listed mutual fund; 
MBA, finance, New York University 

ADVISORY BOARD 
Deborah Dahl, Ph.D.: Leading speech 
technology consultant 

Prof. Alex Grosu: Professor emeritus, 
Department of Linguistics, Tel Aviv University 

Benjamin Perl, Ph.D.: Head, Literature, 
Languages, and Arts, Israel Open University 

COMPANY STATUS 
Founded: 2008 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY  
PCT application titled “Speech Samples Library 
for Text-to-Speech and Methods and 
Apparatus for Generating and Using Same” 
(U.S., priority date 27 March 2007) 

ROAD MAP 
Q4 2011: Completed prototype of an 
American-English female voice 

Q3 2012: SDK, first commercial version 

 

 


