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BACKGROUND 
Today's gold standard for correction of spinal deformity involves fusing an average of 10 
motion levels that involves using a large number of screws, in a surgical procedure that lasts 
an average of six hours and costs upward of $100,000.  

The market, particularly the adolescent market, seeks a less invasive, less painful, and less 
costly option for spine curvature correction. 

THE SOLUTION  
ApiFix is developing a truly breakthrough minimally 
invasive deformity correction system for patients 
with Adolescent Idiopathic Scoliosis (AIS). The system 
incorporates a miniature ratchet mechanism that 
captures incremental corrections performed by the 
patient according to the physical therapy regiment. The 
deformity correction process spans several months to 
allow the soft tissues to accommodate any minor 
correction. 

As opposed to the current procedure, ApiFix uses only 
two screws to support its ratchet-based small 
expandable rod.  

The system is inserted through a small incision in the 
patient’s back that results in shorter surgery time as 
well as significant reduction in cost, risk, and 
recuperation. See a short animation of the ApiFix system at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=chfQ5GSXhFs. 

THE MARKET 
• There are 40,000 surgeries to repair spinal deformities performed annually in the 

United States. 

• The cost of scoliosis correction implants in the United States, not including 
hospitalization, is around $600 million annually. 

• Assuming an additional 40,000 cases a year worldwide, with hardware costs 50% as 
compared to United States, there is a $300 million market outside the United States. 

• Total worldwide deformity market is around $900 million. 

• Focusing on AIS, ApiFix’s worldwide target market is $650 million. 

• Reimbursement: Existing reimbursement under ICD-9 diagnostic code 737.30 and 
ICD-9 procedure code 81.05. 

FUNDING 
ApiFix seeks $500,000 to complete enrollment of 10 patients as clinical proof of concept and 
to complete CE certification process. 

KEY PERSONNEL 
Uri Arnin, Founder: More than 
10 years of experience in the 
spine field; inventor and CTO, 
Impliant Inc.; founder and CTO, 
Spine21 Ltd.  

Prof. Yizhar Floman, M.D., 
Founder: Spine surgeon, 
President of the Israeli Spine 
Society  

COMPANY STATUS 
Founded: March 2011 

Investors: The Trendlines Group 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY  
Provisional patents filed in fall 
2010 and winter 2012 

PCT filed May 2011 

ROAD MAP 
Q1 2012: Start clinical trials in 
Europe 

CE certifications expected six 
months from closing next 
financial round 

 


